RIBBON LENGTH FORMULA 


Please note that for each of these bows, a 5” allowance is made for each of the tails 
— totaling 10”. Your first mark will be made 5 inches from one end (for the tail) and 
then follow the “Ribbon Markings” guide below for all other marks. 


BOW SIZE RIBBON MARKINGS _ TOTAL RIBBON LENGTH 
2 inches Every 4 inches 26 inches 
2 % inches Every 4 % inches 28 inches 
3 inches Every 5 inches 30 inches 
3 ¥% inches Every 5 % inches 32 inches 
4 inches Every 6 inches 34 inches 
4 12 inches Every 6 % inches 36 inches 
5 inches Every 7 inches 38 inches 
5 % inches Every 7 ¥% inches AO inches 
6 inches Every 8 inches 42 inches 


LET’S GET STARTED 


FOR THIS EXAMPLE, I will be using 1 1⁄2” Red with White Hearts Grosgrain Ribbon 
from TheRibbonRetreat.com (Hey, | have to get a plug in there somewhere-LOL). 
I’m using this ribbon so that you can see that there is a RIGHT side and a WRONG 
side and also the direction of the ribbon. | will be making a 4 %” bow. 


1. Using the chart above, | am cutting my ribbon to 36 inches. This allows for 5 inches on each 
end for tails. Have a needle and thread ready as well as an alligator clip. 

2. Using your ruler or cutting mat, on the WRONG side of the ribbon, measure in 5 inches from 
one end. Make a mark. You may even find it helpful to mark this with a # 1. 
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3. Now measure 6 %” from MARK 1. Place a line, dot, or a # 2 in this spot. Continue measuring 6 
2” from each mark until you have a total of FIVE Marks. 

4. If you're using directional ribbon like these hearts, make sure that the pattern is facing the right 
direction before you start making your bow — otherwise you will have an upside down bow. © 


5 6 


MARK 1 


5. Turn the ribbon over to the WRONG side and we'll be starting with MARK 1. 
6. With your LEFT hand, hold the ribbon at MARK 2. With your RIGHT hand, take hold of the 
ribbon at MARK 1. 


7. Press MARK 1 and MARK 2 together, forming a loop. Note how the WRONG sides of the 
ribbon are touching. 
8. The direction of the tail of this loop will be in about a 45 degree angle. This is important!! 
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9. Holding that first loop tightly with your LEFT hand in the CENTER, take your RIGHT hand and 
slide it down to MARK 3. 

10.Loop the ribbon around until MARK 3 comes in contact with the CENTER of the bow. The 
WRONG side of the ribbon will be touching the RIGHT side of the ribbon for this loop. 


11.Grab onto that loop with your LEFT hand. 
12.At this point, you need to make sure that both tails are angled in the same 45 degree angle. 
This is a key to making sure your loops are uniform. 


13.For help in supporting the bow, use an alligator clip to hold the center together, but continue to 
hold that center tight with your left hand. 
14. Now take your RIGHT hand and slide it down to MARK 4. 
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place behind 


the bow 


15.Now form your next loop. Mark 4 will be placed BEHIND the bow. 
16. Take note of the back view. Notice how everything is symmetrical. 


f p $+ 


infront / é 


17. For an alternate way of making this bow, you can also place the 3 loop IN FRONT of the 
bottom loops. This will give you a different look. 
18. Take note of the 1* Tail. We will be placing our 4" loop AROUND this tail. 


19 


19. Take your LEFT hand down to MARK 5. 
20. Make a loop and bring MARK 5 to the center of the bow. The WRONG side of the ribbon will be 
touching the RIGHT side of the ribbon. 
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21. Hold onto the center of the bow very tightly with your LEFT hand. Notice the angles of all the 
loops and tails. It is very important that they be uniform in approximately 45 degree angles. 
This is KEY to making your bow full and fluffy. 

22.With your LEFT hand holding the center of the bow very tightly, get your needle and thread 
ready. 


BACK VIEW 23 


23.Take the needle to the back of the bow and place it through the center. 
24. Again, make sure that you're holding the center of the bow very firmly in place with your LEFT 
hand. 


25. Pull the needle and thread all the way through until the knot stops at the back. 
26.Let go of the actual needle and just hang onto the thread with your RIGHT hand. 
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27.Take the thread over the top center of the bow — do not take it all the way around the bow just 
yet. 
28. If you’ve been using an alligator clip to help you hold the bow in place, you can remove it now. 


29.Place your LEFT hand thumb at the TOP of the bow - still in the center. While doing this, hold 
the bow in place with your RIGHT hand. 

30. Holding the top center tightly with your LEFT hand, pull the thread DOWN with your RIGHT 
hand. This will give you your first crease at the top of the bow. 


31. This is what the creases will start looking like. 

32.Using the thumbs of both hands on the top & your fingers of both hands on the bottom of the 
bow, continue to crease the center of your bow. This does take practice, so please be patient 
with yourself. You may find it helpful to practice this technique with 7/8” ribbon — the center isn’t 
as hard to crease. 
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33.Once you have your creases made, take the thread around the center of the bow. 
34. Continue taking the thread around the center quite a few times, pulling each time until you no 
longer have any “give” with the thread. 


BACK VIEW 35 


35. Turn the bow over and take up a couple of stitches at the back of the bow. Tie a knot and cut 
your thread. 

36. Turn your bow back over to the front and if you need to, shape your loops. Once you've 
practiced with this bow, you'll find that the loops won’t need very much shaping. 


37.Cut your tails and seal the ends. 
38. This is a side view. 
FINISHED! GREAT JOB! 
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INCLUDES INSTRUCTIONS ON 
How to Make a Surround-a-Bow BY HAND 


1. Start out with a group of ribbon that you'd like to use. You may want to use just one color — two 
colors — or quite a few different colors and sizes. For this example I’m using a Ribbon Grouping 
put together specifically for this line. These can be found at TheRibbonRetreat.com (another 
shameless plug ©). 

2. For my base bow, | will be layering three different ribbons together — 1 4%” Apple Green Solid 
Grosgrain, 7/8” Spring Moss Solid Grosgrain, and 3/8” Yellow with White Swiss Dots. If you are 
a beginner (or even a PRO), then you may find it helpful to use some kind of glue to adhere all 
the layers together. | will just be holding the ribbons together while making the bow. 
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3. You only need to mark the wrong side of the bottom layer (if you’re layering your base bow). For 
this example | am making a 4 %” base bow — which means my markings will be at 5” (for the first 
tail), 11 %”, 18”, 24 %”, and 31”. There will be approximately another 5 inches at the end for the 
other tail. YOUR RIBBON WILL BE CUT AT 36 INCHES. 

4. Now layer all your ribbons together and make your Twisted Boutique bow. 


5. After you've finished making your Twisted Boutique bow, cut and seal the ends of your ribbon. 
6. Now our next layer up from the BASE bow will be SPIKES. I’ve cut 7 different spikes — all at 6 
inches. They’ve all been V-Cut and heat sealed with a lighter. Please don’t skip the sealing 

process. It is very important in making your bow look more professional. 


Continued on next page.... 
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7. Arrange your ribbon as desired and make your Spike Bow. (See the main TOTT Instruction 
Manual for directions on how to make this Bow.) 

8. At this point, you can sew the Base Bow with the Spike Bow by taking a stitch up at the back of 
the Base Bow and wrapping the thread around the center of both bows over and over until there 
is no longer any “give”. Take up a stitch at the back of the bow and cut your thread. 


9. For the 3 layer up, we will be making “Surround-a-Bows”. This technique is ALMOST identical 
to a regular Twisted Boutique Bow. You can use as many Surround-a-Bows as you want. For 
this example | will be making two 4” Surround-a-Bows. | will be using 3/8” Swiss Dots. 

10. For the tails on Surround-a-Bows, you only need about 1⁄2” for each tail. See the Ribbon Cutting 
Formula below for the Surround-a-Bows. So start out by cutting 25 inches of ribbon and make 
your 1% Mark 1⁄2” from one end of the ribbon — on the WRONG side. 


RIBBON CUTTING FORMULA FOR SURROUND-A-BOWS 


2” Bow = 17 inches 4 1%” Bow = 27 inches 
2 ¥2” Bow = 19 inches 5” Bow = 29 inches 
3” Bow = 21 inches 5 %” Bow = 31 inches 
3 %” Bow = 23 inches 6” Bow = 33 inches 
4” Bow = 25 inches 6 %” Bow = 35 inches 
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11.Continue making MARKS every 6 inches on your ribbon. 
12.Make your first loop — using your MARKS as guidelines. 


13. Make your second loop — again using your MARKS as guidelines. I’m not going into detail here 
because the actual fold for the Surround-a-Bow is IDENTICAL to the fold for the Twisted 
Boutique Bow. Use an alligator clip to hold everything in place at this point. This is optional, but 
you may find it helpful. 

14. Make your third loop. Remember that the Twisted Boutique is all about symmetry. You need to 
have around a 45 degree angle on your tails and loops. 


Continued on next page.... 


Copyright 2007, Tricks of the Trade Instruction Manual ©---- Page 44 


15. This is what the back should look like. 
16. Now turn the bow back over and make your 4" loop. 


17.Remove the alligator clip and hold the bow tightly together with your LEFT hand. 
18.Take your needle and thread and place the needle through the center of the bow — starting 
behind the bow. Pull the thread all the way through until the knot stops at the back. 


19.DO NOT wrap the thread around the center of the Surround-a-Bow. Just take the needle and 
sew four or five stitches up and down through the center of the bow. Sew even more stitches if 
you're not comfortable with the four or five. 

20. This is what it should look like. 
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21. Make the other bow — identical to the first. If you do all the measurements and angles the same 
— your two bows will look the same. Set these bows aside. 

22.For the top bow | am using 7/8” Pink with White Swiss Dots. | will be making a 3” Twisted 
Boutique Bow with this ribbon. So cut 30” and make your markings accordingly. 


23.After the final Twisted Boutique Bow is made, we are ready to adhere everything together. This 
can be tricky with Surround-a-Bows. So we will actually be using glue for these bows, rather 
than thread. 

24. Take your bottom base with the spikes. Place a small dab (doesn’t need to be very much) of 
glue in the center. 


25. Now place one of the Surround-a-Bows onto the Spikes and press firmly in the center. 
26.Place a dab of glue in the center of the Surround-a-Bow. 
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27.Place the 2™ Surround-a-Bow directly over the first and press firmly in the center. 
28.We will be using thread to adhere the top bow to the rest of the bow. With your needle and 
thread, take up a stitch at the back of the bottom base bow. 


29.Turn your bow over and place the top bow directly over the Surround-a-Bows. 
30.Use your needle and thread and wrap around the center of all layers quite a few times. Pull 
tightly after every few wraps. This will really make your bow strong and unbreakable. 


31. Here is a finished bow with a knotted center. 
32. This is a finished bow with a flat-back resin hot-glued on. 
33. Side view. 
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“fe ~~ Two Loop Topper ~~ 


When deciding on the style and look of your bow, consider the Two-Loop Topper. It’s 
a great way to give your bow 2 extra loops and helps to make your bow look more 
full. Keep in mind as well, that you can also use many of the other techniques for a 
2-Loop Topper. Just do the first two loops and then finish off the bow. However, the 
fold of this technique is different from any of the others learned above. 


As always, have a needle and thread ready. Also, have your ribbon cut to size. 


1. Start by placing one end of the ribbon in front of the two dowels as shown. Make sure 
you have about 2 inches of excess ribbon at the right of the RIGHT dowel. Also note 
how the ribbon goes around the back of the dowels. 

2. While your LEFT hand is holding the ribbon at the LEFT dowel, take your RIGHT hand 
and angle the tail of the ribbon upward almost VERTICAL. This will naturally cause the 
ribbon to create a wider loop towards the front. For a bigger loop, angle the ribbon even 
more vertically and using either thumb, slide the ribbon downward, while all the while, 
keeping that back ribbon in place with your LEFT hand. 

3. Optional: Use an alligator clip to hold the center together. 
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. While holding the ribbon in place at the left dowel with your LEFT hand, take the ribbon 
that was at the back and bring it forward in front of the right dowel. Take note at how the 
WRONG side of the ribbon is facing you. 

. With your RIGHT hand thumb and first finger close to the dowel, twist the ribbon up. 

. Take the ribbon all the way around the dowel and bring it to the front as shown. 


. Remove the alligator clip. Take the needle behind the bow and bring it through the 
center. Make sure the center point has been reached and then pull the thread through 
until the knot stops at the back. 

. Remove the bow from the Bow Maker. Angle your tails a little more if you wish. Take 
the thread over the top center of the bow. Move your LEFT hand thumb a little closer to 
the top of the bow and pull tightly on the thread with your RIGHT hand. Bring the thread 
from the back and take it around the center of the bow. Fold the center of the bow like 
an accordion or like a paper fan. 

. Wrap the thread around the middle until there is no more “give”. Take up a stitch at the 
back of the bow. Cut your tails & finish the ends as desired. Shape your bow. 
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1. First of all, decide what two colors of ribbon you would like to use. Or, you can use a 
“Reverse Print” Ribbon (ribbon that has two different sides). Cut the ribbon to size. 

2. Place one end of the ribbon in front of the two dowels as shown. Make sure you have 
about 2 inches of excess ribbon at the right of the RIGHT dowel. Also note how the 
ribbon goes around the back of the dowels. 

3. While your LEFT hand is holding the ribbon at the LEFT dowel, take your RIGHT hand 
and angle the tail of the ribbon upward almost VERTICAL. This will naturally cause the 
ribbon to create a wider loop towards the front. For a bigger loop, angle the ribbon even 
more vertically and using either thumb, slide the ribbon downward, while all the while, 
keeping that back ribbon in place with your LEFT hand. 
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4. With your RIGHT hand take the ribbon that was behind the RIGHT dowel and now place it in 
FRONT of the RIGHT dowel. 

5. Take the ribbon all the way around the dowel and bring it forward and UNDER the bow as 
shown. Make sure that the tail is angled downwards. At this point you can either put the 
needle through the middle of the bow or use your thumb as a guideline of where to put the 
needle after you’ve removed it from the bow maker. 

6. Remove the bow from the dowels and angle the tails a little more if you want to. Make sure 
that you keep a tight hold on the bow so that it doesn’t lose its shape. 


\\ 


7. If you haven't done so already, place the needle through the center of the bow. Take the 
thread over the top and to the back as shown. 

8. Move your LEFT hand thumb a little closer to the top of the bow and pull tightly on the 
thread with your RIGHT hand, making a little crease. 

9. Take the thread all the way around the center of the bow. Fold the center of the bow like an 
accordion or like a paper fan. Tighten the thread after each fold. 


10.Wrap the thread around the middle until there is no more “give”. Take up a stitch at the 
back of the bow. Cut your tails & finish the ends as desired. Shape your bow. 

11.To make a 4-Loop Twisted Boutique Bow, simple make TWO 2-Loop Bows and place them 
together side by side and attach with thread. 
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As always, have a needle and thread ready. In addition, you may find it helpful to use TWO alligator clips. 
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Start by placing the ribbon in front of the dowels with about 2 to 3 inches of excess ribbon at the LEFT. 

Take the ribbon that is at the RIGHT and place it BEHIND the two dowels. 

Now take the ribbon around the LEFT dowel and place it directly in FRONT of the two dowels. You will want it to 
be just above the bottom ribbon. 


ONP 


Again, take the ribbon that’s at the RIGHT and place it BEHIND the two dowels. 
As in Step 3, take the ribbon directly in FRONT of the two dowels. 
You may find it helpful at this point to use an alligator clip to hold the ribbon at the TOP RIGHT in place. 


oor 


Continued on next page..... 
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7. You may also find it helpful, just while you're learning, to place an alligator clip at the BOTTOM LEFT to hold the 
ribbon in place. 

8. Now take your needle through the center of the ribbon. (It’s kind of hard to see in this picture.) 

9. Take the thread over the top center of the ribbon. (Once again—hard to see. ©) 


10. Now take it around the back and under the bottom of the ribbon — and bring it forward. 

11. With your LEFT hand thumb holding the TOP center of the ribbon, use your RIGHT hand to pull the thread tightly. 
You will be pulling the thread ina DOWNWARD motion. 

12. As you pull the thread, it will start to create creases in the ribbon — like the accordion fold. Remove the TOP RIGHT 
Alligator Clip. 


13. Repeat Steps 11 and 12 using the BOTTOM center of the ribbon. Pull the thread UP with your right hand to create 
the creases. Remove the BOTTOM LEFT Alligator Clip. 

14. Remove the bow from the Bow Maker. Notice how the center has not yet been pulled completely tight. With your 
LEFT hand holding the center very tightly, take your right hand and shape the bow by spreading out the loops. 

15. Now take the thread around the center and pull it very tightly. Keep doing this until there is no more “give” to the 
thread. Turn the bow over and tie a knot at the back. Cut your thread. 


16. Cut your tails to the desired length and seal them. 


Finish off your bow in any way that 
you desire. 
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‘ge ~~ Tails Down Boutique Bo 


Have a needle and thread ready. 
You will find that this technique is VERY SIMILAR to Technique # 1. 
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1. Place the ribbon in front of the Bow Maker with 3 to 5 inches (or more if you desire) of excess ribbon at the RIGHT. 
Notice how the ribbon is slightly at an angle. 

2. Now take the ribbon at the LEFT and place it BEHIND the two dowels. 

3. At this point, bring the ribbon in FRONT of the two dowels, angling it downwards as shown. 

‘A = 


LAAN aia 


ipe 


iu 


Continue by taking the ribbon straight across the BACK of the two dowels. 
This is what it looks like if bend your Bow Maker forward and look at the back. 
When you bring the ribbon around to the FRONT again, you'll notice that the tail is in the way. 


ook 
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7. Just simply bring the ribbon across the front and let the tail come forward as well. 

8. While holding the ribbon in place with your LEFT hand, take your RIGHT hand and reach BEHIND the bottom loop 
and bring the tail down and FORWARD. It will be IN FRONT of the RIGHT dowel. 

9. Nowhold the ribbon in place with your LEFT hand in the Center of the bow. 


10. Place your needle through the back center of the ribbon. Make sure you have the center point and then pull the 
thread all the way through until the knot stops at the back. 

11. Take the thread over the top center of the bow. 

12. Now take the thread all the way around and under the bottom of the bow, bringing it forward. 


13. With your LEFT hand thumb holding the TOP center of the ribbon, use your RIGHT hand to pull the thread tightly. 
You will be pulling the thread ina DOWNWARD motion. This will create a crease in the ribbon. 

14. Repeat with the bottom part of the ribbon. 

15. Remove the bow from the Bow Maker and shape your loops. Continue to take the thread around the center of the 
ribbon, pulling tightly each time. Once there is no more “give” to the thread, tie it off at the back and cut. 


16. Cut your tails and seal. 


Finish off your bow in any way 
that you desire. 


GOOD LUCK! © 
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ye ~ ~ Examples ~ ~ 


LAYER 1 

Using the 3 4%” Setting of the Bow Maker, make a 4-Loop Twisted Boutique Bow. | 
used 1 4%” Pink Grosgrain Ribbon layered with 7/8” Pink Double Ruffle Ribbon. 
LAYER 2 

| made Pink Chiffon/Satin Korker Ribbon with a %” Dowel. | cut the Korker Ribbon 
to 6 inches in length and used two pieces for this layer. 

LAYER 3 

Using the 3 %” setting of the bow maker, | made a Surround-a-Bow with 3/8” Pink 
and Black grosgrain ribbon. You can either make them separately or just layer 
them together and make one. 

LAYER 4 

On the 3” setting of the bow maker, | made ONE 2-Loop Topper bow with Black 
and White Polka Dot Grosgrain Ribbon. | then made ONE 2-Loop Topper with 
Black and White Polka Dot Chiffon Ribbon. | then put them together in an “X” and 
secured them to each other with thread. 


STACK ALL THE LAYERS TOGETHER AND THEN FINISH IT OFF WITH 
A 5/8” SOLID PINK KNOTTED CENTER. 


Using the 3 %” Setting of the Bow Maker made a 4 %” — 5” wide bow. 
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LAYER 1 

Using the 3 4%” Setting of the Bow Maker, make ONE 2-Loop Topper with Dark 
Navy 1 4%” Grosgrain Ribbon. Then, make ONE 2-Loop Topper with Green & 
White Polka Dot 1 4%” Grosgrain Ribbon. Place them together in an “X” form and 
adhere them together. 

LAYER 2 

Spikes — all cut to 6” and V Cut. | used 10 different cuts of various sizes of ribbon 
— 1%", 7/8”, and 5/8”. 

LAYER 3 

Using the 3 %” Setting of the Bow Maker, make ONE Surround a Bow with 
3/8” Dark Navy Grosgrain Ribbon. Then, using the 3” Setting of the Bow 
Maker, make ONE Surround a Bow with 3/8” Baby Blue and White Polka 
Dot Grosgrain Ribbon. Stack the two together for Layer 3. 

LAYER 4 

Layer Dark Navy Polka Dot 7/8” Grosgrain with Green and White Swiss Dots 7/8” 
Grosgrain Ribbon. Make a 2-Loop Two Color Topper Bow. 


STACK ALL THE LAYERS TOGETHER AND THEN FINISH IT OFF WITH 
A KNOTTED CENTER OF 5/8” DARK NAVY GROSGRAIN TOPPED WITH 
3/8” APPLE GREEN GROSGRAIN. 
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LAYER 1 

SPIKES — 1 %” Black and White Polka Dot Chiffon Ribbon — cut at 7 inches 
LAYER 2 

Using the 3 4%” Setting of the Bow Maker, make ONE 2-Loop Topper with Apple 
Green 1 %” Grosgrain Ribbon. Then, make ONE 2-Loop Topper with Lime and 
Black Preppy Stripe 1 4%” Grosgrain Ribbon. Place them together in an “X” form 
and adhere them together. 

LAYER 3 

| made 5/8” Apple Green Chiffon Korker Ribbon with a %” Dowel. | cut the Korker 
Ribbon to 6 inches in length and used two pieces for this layer. Please note that 
the Chiffon Korker baked on such a large dowel will relax quite a bit, which is 
exactly what this did, but | still liked it. 

LAYER 4 

SPIKES — 10 Spikes — 7/8” Black Ruffle, 7/8” Apple Green Ruffle, 3/8” 
White/Green Stripes, 7/8” Black, 1 %” Apple Green 

LAYER 5 

Layer 7/8” Zebra Ribbon with 7/8” Apple Green Ribbon and make a 4-Loop 
Twisted Boutique Bow on the 3” Setting of the Bow Maker. 


STACK ALL THE LAYERS TOGETHER AND THEN FINISH IT OFF WITH 
A KNOTTED CENTER OF 5/8” WHITE GROSGRAIN TOPPED WITH 3/8” 
GREEN/WHITE STRIPED GROSGRAIN. 
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LAYER 1 

Start out by layering 1 1⁄2” Celadon Grosgrain Ribbon with a 1 %” Burgundy Color 
(not sure on the exact color name of this ribbon). Make ONE 2-Loop Twisted 2- 
Color Topper Bow using the 3 1⁄2” Setting on the Bow Maker. Then, layer 1 1⁄2” 
Rose Grosgrain Ribbon with 1 1⁄2” Darker Green (once again, not sure on the color 
name) and make ONE 2-Loop Twisted 3-Color Topper Bow using the 3 1⁄2” Setting 
on the Bow Maker. Place the two together with one right next to the other — not in 
an X form — an adhere with thread. 

LAYER 2 

Spikes — all cut to 6” and V Cut. | used 3 1 %” Celadon Polka Dot Pieces and 3 
5/8” Brown Grosgrain Pieces. 

LAYER 3 

Layer 7/8” Burgundy Ribbon with 7/8” Ivory Ruffle Ribbon. Using the 3 inch 
setting on the Bow Maker, make a 4-Loop Twisted Boutique Bow. 

LAYER 4 

Layer 7/8” Rose Grosgrain Ribbon with 7/8” Darker Green Grosgrain Ribbon and 
make a 2-Loop Twisted 2-Color Topper. 


STACK ALL THE LAYERS TOGETHER AND THEN FINISH IT OFF WITH 
A KNOTTED CENTER OF 5/8” BURGUNDY GROSGRAIN. 
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LAYER 1 
Layer 1 12” White Grosgrain with 7/8” Red/White Stripe Grosgrain. Make 
ONE 2-Loop Topper Bow using the 3 %” Setting on the Bow Maker. Then, 
layer 1 1⁄2” Red Grosgrain with 7/8” Red Swiss Dots Ribbon and make ONE 
2-Loop Topper Bow. Place them in an X Form and then adhere together 
with thread. 
LAYER 2 
SPIKES — Layer 7/8” Red Grosgrain with 5/8” Red Gingham Ribbon. Cut 3 spikes 
to 6 inches. Cut one piece of 1 4%” Red Polka Dot Ribbon to 6 %”. Cut 2 pieces of 
7/8” Red Ruffle Ribbon to 6 inches and 2 pieces of White Ruffle Ribbon to 6 
inches. These will be your spikes. 
LAYER 3 
| made 5/8” Red Chiffon Korker Ribbon with a %” Dowel. | cut the Korker Ribbon 
to 6 inches in length and used one piece for this layer. Please note that the 
Chiffon Korker baked on such a large dowel will sometimes relax quite a bit, which 
is exactly what this did, but | still liked it. 
LAYER 4 
Layer 7/8” Red Grosgrain Ribbon with 5/8” Gingham Ribbon. Then, layer behind 
that 7/8” Red Swiss Dot Ribbon. Make ONE 2-Loop Two-Color Topper Bow using 
the 2 1⁄2” setting on the Bow Maker. 

STACK ALL THE LAYERS TOGETHER AND THEN FINISH IT OFF WITH 

A KNOTTED CENTER OF 5/8” RED GINGHAM RIBBON. 
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SUPPLIES NEEDED 


v Needle & Thread 
v Double Prong Alligator Clip (Optional, but VERY helpful) 
v Scissors 
v Either a lighter or a wood burning tool for heat-sealing the ribbon 
v Barrette(s) 
v Something for the top of the bow to cover the stitching (buttons, resins, etc.) 
v Ribbon (not pictured) 
v Ruler or Cutting Mat (not pictured) 
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First of all, there are different ways to fold your ribbon onto the needle to achieve distinct looks. You 
could even mix and match within the same bow. | used dotted ribbon so that you can see the 
“right” and “wrong” side to the ribbon. 
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. This is the Figure 8 fold. | will be using this technique in the demonstration below. 

. This is an Inside-Out fold. 

. This is just a straight down fold. 

. I'll call this one the backwards fold — it only works with solid color ribbon — otherwise, your 
pattern (the dots) won't show. 


UONWPY 


RIBBON LENGTH FORMULA 
(Width of Bow x 2) + 2 inches = Length of ribbon for the first layer. For each subsequent layer, 
subtract 1 inch. 


3 inch bow 3 % inch bow 4 inch bow 
Layer 1 8 inches 9 inches 10 inches 
Layer 2 7 inches 8 inches 9 inches 
Layer 3 6 inches 7 inches 8 inches 
Layer 4 5 inches 6 inches 7 inches 
Layer 5 - 5 inches 6 inches 
Layer 6 - - 5 inches 

4% inch bow 5 inch bow 5 % inch bow 
Layer 1 11 inches 12 inches 13 inches 
Layer 2 10 inches 11 inches 12 inches 
Layer 3 9 inches 10 inches 11 inches 
Layer 4 8 inches 9 inches 10 inches 
Layer 5 7 inches 8 inches 9 inches 
Layer 6 6 inches 7 inches 8 inches 
Layer 7 5 inches 6 inches 7 inches 
Layer 8 - 5 inches 6 inches 
Layer 9 - - 5 inches 
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TIPS 


v You can make this bow as big or as small as you want. 
v For each subsequent layer, you'll need to decrease the ribbon length by 1 
inch — you could even decrease it by % inch if you want — it all depends on 
the look you’re trying to achieve. 
v You can use as many or as few pieces of ribbon for each layer. 
Experiment to see what you like. 


v You can decide how many layers you want. 
v Once your ribbon length gets to 5 inches, it may be too small — but it’s up 
to you. 
v For each piece of ribbon you cut, you will get 2 loops. So if you cut SIX 
pieces, you will get 12 loops. 


DETAILS FOR THIS DEMONSTRATION 
Layer 1: SIX 9” pieces 

Layer 2: FIVE 8” pieces 

Layer 3: FOUR 7” pieces 

Layer 4: FOUR 6” pieces 


So let’s get started. © 


1. Once you have all your ribbon cut to size, heat-seal the ends with your preferred method. 

2. Take the ribbon for LAYER 1 and place it all on top of each other. For the ribbon that only has 
the print on one side (the dots), you need to make sure that you place it PRINT DOWN. In this 
example, | placed a dotted ribbon at the bottom of the stack to illustrate how you need to fold the 
ribbon for Step 3. If you’re only using solid ribbon, it won’t matter how you fold it in Step 3. 

3. Take one end of the “Stack” and bring it around to the other end, forming a loop. Notice how the 
dotted ribbon is now face-up. In fact, the two dotted ribbons will be touching each other. 
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Now you will have both ends of the ribbon stacked together. 

At the other end you will have formed a loop. 

Take your needle and place it into the center of the loop, stopping when the ribbon gets about 
half way onto the needle. Hold onto the needle with your dominant hand and let go of the 
ribbon. 


Qor 


7. Fan all the pieces of ribbon out into an even shape. You can play around with this until you get 
the ribbon exactly where you want it. 

8. At this point | have found it VERY helpful to use a double prong alligator clip to hold the ribbon in 
place. Place the clip so that the needle is in between the two prongs. At any point, if the 
alligator clip becomes an annoyance, just remove it. 

9. Take one end of the bottom piece of ribbon and fold it in your desired shape and place the end 
onto the needle. 


Continued on next page....... 


Copyright 2007, Tricks of the Trade Instruction Manual ©---- Page 65 


10. Now take the ribbon directly next to the one you just folded and do the same thing. 
11. Continue all the way around the bow. You may need to re-shape some of the loops to make 
sure that everything is even. 
12. Now you can pull your needle all the way through until the knot stops at the back. Then take 
the needle and put it back through the middle of the bow — making a stitch through the center. 
Repeat this 4 or 5 times — or until you feel comfortable with the bow staying together. 


a Mm 


Day 


13. If you find it difficult to get the needle through all the layers of ribbon, then use a hard surface to 
push the needle through, rather than using your fingers. 

14.When you're finished, this is what the bow will look like. 

15. If you flip the bow over, you can see that you don't have the ends showing. You can use either 
side as the “top”. 


16.At this point you can also sew on a 2 %” piece of ribbon to the side that will be the BOTTOM of 
the bow. This piece of ribbon will be used as another measure of keeping your bow attached to 
the barrette. See Step 19. 


NOW REPEAT STEPS 2 THROUGH 16 WITH EACH ADDITIONAL LAYER. 
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